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troubadour knight Ids faithful servant, who had been seeking
him for many months on the coasts of the Adriatic, heard an
illustrious prisoner was confined in the tower of Tenebreuse. No
one could tell his name. Blondel. to ascertain if the captive was
his lord, sang beneath the walls of Tenebreuse the first verse of a
tenson which he and the king had composed together. Richard
immediately answered with the second stanza. Blondel instantly
departed to queen Eleanora, and told her that her son was alive and
the place of his detention. It was time; for in the supposition of
his death, the dominions of Richard, hitherto very peaceable under
the guardianship of his mother and his faithful friends, were at-
tacked on all sides, his worthless brother John having been the
first to revolt in England. His intention was, having just been
divorced from the wife of his youth, Avisa, heiress of Gloucester, to
wed Alice, whom his mother still detained prisoner. Queen Eleanora
naturally heard of this disgusting project with horror and dismay.

Let our readers dismiss from their minds the assertion of many
petty histories, that Eleanora of Aquitaine encouraged John's
rebellion against his brother, because it is false. Here are her real
sentiments in her Latin letter to the pope Oelestine, entreating
his assistance for the release of Richard. " Me, miserable and
unpitied as I am ! why have I, the queen of two kingdoms, sur-
vived to endure calamitous old age ? Two sons were left for my
consolation, but now they only survive to my sorrow. Richard,
the king, is in chains, whilst John wastes and devastates his
captive brother's realm with fire and sword. The Lord's hanjl is
heavy on me; truly his anger fights against me when my sons
strive together, if that may be called a strif e where one languishes
in prison, and his opponent, oh! grief of griefs 1 lawlessly usurps
the unfortunate one's dominions !'*

Having thus, by her own letter, settled this historical question,
Eleanora left Rouen, and soon curbed the insolence of John in
England, keeping Alice safely in Rouen, lest John should marry
so shamefully.

The emperor Henry YL held a diet at Worms, whither he
summoned Richard on charge of high crimes against the empire.
Leopold of Austria received large sums from Henry for permitting
Richard to appear. Eleanora herself took charge of the Cypriot
princess, whom queen Berengaria gave up to her. The capture
and detention of this lady was the principal charge brought
against king Richard. Eleanora brought her to the diet, and
withal the first instalment of the enormous ransom demanded for
her son's liberty. The Guelphic princes pleaded Richard's cause
with eloquent pathos* and young William gruelph, bom at Win>